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Over a period of years, the Office of the Secretary of the College
has been accumulating information sbout various traditions, events and
organizations. The accumulation began as questions were asked about
the origin of this event, that tradition. Gradually the body of
information, supplemented by periodic concerted searches, grew into
the form presented here.

This booklet is the second on Historical Data about Douglass
College. ILike its predecessor, which dealt with historical facts
about campus buildings, this booklet is intended only as a summary of
information, with sources given where possible. This material is not
presented as a definitive collection of such information. There are
inconsistencies in form. There are even instances where informetion
not strictly about a tradition, event or organization is included in
view of its nature. There is no attempt to present the material in
a8 creatively written style. What is here contained was assembled in

the hope that what is known may be useful to others.
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June 1960 - jcb



ADAMS, RUTH M.

ADMISSIONS OFFICE

ATMA MATER

ALPHA PSI OMEGA

ATLUMNAE ASSOCIATION

Announcement made of her appointment as Dean of the College
on May 20, 1960. She will assume the post July 1, 19€0.

Biographical Information: attended primary schools in Floral
Park, N.Y., and secondary schools in Hempstead, N.Y.; A.B.
magna cum laude, Adelphi College, 1935; A.M. in English
literature, Columbia University, 1943; Fh.D. in English lit-
erature, Radcliffe College, 1951. Special field of scholarly
interest 19th century fiction and social history. Articles
have been published in various scholarly and professional
journals. Held Ford Foundation grant enabling year in Eng-
land for a biography of 19th century philanthropist, Angela
Burdett-Coutts, 1953. Teacher, Mepham High School, Bellmore,
N.Y., 1937-43; teaching fellow, tutor, Radcliffe College,
1944-L46; igstructor, associate professor and head of honors
program, University of Rochester, 1946-60. Menber, Modern
Language Association, Phi Beta Kappa.

"Office of Admissions was separated from the registrar's
office four years ago...." (1927) (From: "Our Achieve-
ment" by Mebel Smith Douglass in 1932 Quair)

The first Director of Admissions, appointed in 1927, was
Miss Sara Jane Jacobs.

"pAlme Mater - N.J.C." was first sung on Mothers' Day, 1919.
The music was written by Howard D. McKinney; the words were
written by Katharine Boynton Kisiel, ex.'22.

"Alma Mater - Douglass College" was introduced by the
Voorhees Chapel Choir at the Name-Change Assembly, April 16,
1955. The music was written by Nancy Hoffacker Miller '54
and the words were written by Jean Gruen '56.

See DRAMATICS

"Immediately after graduastion, '22 assembled in Room D,
College Hall, and formed the Associate Alumnae of the New
Jersey College for Women. The constitution had previously
been drawn up and gone over carefully by the class. All that
remained was to accept its provisions and elect officers of
the new organization, as follows: President, Alicia Hemler;
Vice-President, Irene K. Nielsen; Treasurer, Ruth Thompson;
Corresponding Secretary, Bessie L. Mayberry; and Recording
Secretary, Mary C. Fisher. The other significant business
of the first meeting was the decision of the Alumnae to
apply for membership in the State Federation of Women's Clubs.
"Through the courtesy and generosity of the College Women's
Club of New Brunswick, we have been able to inaugurate a
Student Aid Fund, known as the Helen Searle Memorial Fund.
We are further indebted to the Drama Study Club of New
Brunswick for a recent gift of money to be added to the
original fund. The money is available to all undergraduates
of the College.

"Perhaps the most perscnal and satisfying thing we shall
ever do as Alumnse, we have already done. I refer to the
presentation of Dean Dougless' portrait to the College.
Coming as it did, practically at the beginning of our Alumnae
existence, it seems to set a keynote for the things we shall
be called upon to do in future years.

"At the invitation of the Alumnese, Miss Emma P. Hirth,
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ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION
(continued)

ALUMNAE BULLETIN

ALUMNAE COLLEGE

ALUMNAE DAUGHTERS

ATLUMNAE OFFICE

ALUMNAE REUNION DAY

ALUMNAE SEMINAR

ALUMNAE=-SENIOR SERVICE
AWARD

Director of the Bureau of Vocational Information, addressed
the entire student body, after which she held personal con-
ferences with the members of the Senior Class.

"It may be of interest to note here that the Alumnse are
at present working on plans for an Alumnae Employment Bureau.
The particular significance of Miss Hirth's visit, aside
from the fact that she is a recognized authority on the sub-
Ject of women's vocations lies in the fact that with her visit
the Alumnae hope gradually to establish the custom of
furnishing the College each year with speakers of interest
and note."

(From: 1924 Quair, p. 100 - written by Alicia Hemler '22)

The first issue, consisting of four mimeographed pages, was

published in February 1926. Elizabeth W. Durham '22 was the

editor from February 1926 to July 1929. Grace Duckers Jones

'23 was associate editor from October 1926 to July 1929.
(From: Alumnae Bulletin, February 1959, p. T7)

In June 1959 following Commencement, the College sponsored
Alumae College - a 3-day program preceding Reunion Day.
This was an expanded version of the traditional Alummae
Seminars of the past.

The first daughter to enter Douglass was Miriam Letson Porch,
ex-'37. (From: Alumnee Bulletin, October 1940, p.5)

The first alumnae granddaughter to graduate was Joan Eleanor
Porch '59.

The office of alumnae secretary on i-time basis was

established in 1931. Rosamond Sawyer Moxon '29 was the first

paid secretary, serving from 1931 to 1937; Elizabeth W.

Durham '22 was the first editor of the Alumnese Bulletin.
(From: Alumnae Bulletin, July 1941, p. 1)

Alumnae Reunion Day, now held the Saturday following Commence-

ment, was held on Commencement day until May 31, 1941, when

the custom of Commencement day reunions was discontinued. It

was at the 1941 event that Rosamond Sawyer Moxon '29 became

the first woman to receive the Rutgers University Award.
(From: Alumnee Bulletin, July 1941, p. 1)

The first one was held in 1934-35. These were discontinued
in 1959 in favor of the 3-day Alumnae College.

First called the N.J.C. Heritage Award, it has been known
since 1955 as the Senior Service Award. "...the innovation
is a surprise award, in the form of a silver pin of original
and significant design, to be given by the Associate Alumnae
to the senior who has made an 'especially valuable contribu-
tion to the heritage of N.J.C.'" It was originally announced
and presented at the Reunion Day Luncheon. "It is planned to
make this Alumnae Senior Award annually." The pin was de-
signed and wrought by Estelle Oncken Whiteleather '36. The
first recipients were Emma Andrews 'L49 and Evelyn Sermons 'L9.
(From: Alumnae Bulletin, April 1949 and June 1949)

In 1958, the time for the presentation of the award was



A-continued

ATIMNAE - SENICR
SERVICE AWARD
(continued )

ALUMIJAE SERVICE AWARD

ALUMNAE TRUSTEES

changed from the Reunion Day Luncheon to the Sacred Path
Ceremony.

Recipients of the Senior Service Award:

1949 Emma Andrews and Evelyn Sermons
1950 Janet Biermann

1951 Julia Brown

1952 Lois Montgomery

1953 Helen Lewis

1954 Dolores Sweder

1955 No award

1956 Jean Gruen

1957 Janet Stettbacher

1958 Lucille Megerdichian

1959  Sue Yasgur
1960 No award

This award was made for the first time at Reunion Day,
Saturday, Mey 31, 1941. It was given to Elizabeth W. Durham
22, first editor of the Alumnae Bulletin.

(From: Alumnae Bulletin, July 1941, p. 1)

In 1956, the year following the retirement of Dean Margaret
T. Corwin, the Associate Alumnae made it known that she had
been the donor of the award in the past. The Alumnae then
became the donor of the award and named it the "Margaret T.
Corwin Award for Alumnae Service."

Alumnae Service Award Recipients:
1941 Elizabeth Durham '22
1942 Florence Leonard '22
1943 Margaret Denton Wegner '2k
194  Grace Ducker Jones '23 (deceased)
1945 Edna M. Newby '31
1946  Stephanie Morris Marryott '25
1947 Marion Hemmond Riemen '23
1948 Sophie Coppersmith Plechner '23
1949 Evelyn Seufert '26
1950 Deorothy Cuackenboss Cost '29
1951 Florence Mulford '25
1952 Marion Walker Kraeuter '23
1953 Ouida Wallace '30
1954 Eunice DeClark Davidson '31
1955 Anne Morrison Mann '26
1956 Rosamond Sawyer Moxon '29
1957 Hazel Coddington Gosling '22

Roberta Brewer Felch '3k

1958 Alice Robeson Turnmbull '2h
1959 Marian Gibbs Ewing '32

The first alumna to be appointed to the Board of Trustees
was Hazel Coddington Gosling '22, who was president of the
Associate Alumnae 1932-1938. (The president of the



A-continued

ALUMNAE TRUSTEES
(continued)

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN -
Membership

ART EXHIBITIONS

ASSOCIATION OF
AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES

ATHIETIC ASSOCIATION

Associate Alumnae automatically was named to the Trustees.)
(From: Alumnae Bulletin, February 1948, p. 5)

In 1942-43, the practice of the president of the Associate
Alumae automatically serving on the Board of Trustees was
discontinued. It became an elective post with two alumnae
serving.

Rosamond Sawyer Moxon '29 was the first alumna to be elected
to charter membership on the Board of Trustees. Ghe was
elected and inducted January 23, 1948.

(From: Alumnae Bulletin, February 1948, p. 5)

Alumnae who have served as Trustees:
Hazel Coddington Gosling '22 - as Alum. Pres. '32-'38
Rosamond Sawyer Moxon '29 - as Alum. Pres. '38-'42
Rosamond Sawyer Moxon '29 - during interim while change-
over to elected alumnae representative - '42-'43
Rosamond Sawyer Moxon '29 - elected '43-'L5
Florence A. Mulford '25 - elected '45-'50
Margaret Denton Wegner '24 - elected 'h8-'53
Roberta Brewer Feleh '34 - elected '50-'55
Cecelia Schenck Janke '22 - elected '53-'58
Evelyn M. Seufert '26 - elected '55-'60
Florence M. lLecnard '22 - elected '58-'6L
Olge Heck Schiffmayer '2h - elected '60-'66

Douglass College (New Jersey College for Women) was accepted
as a full member at the New Orleans Convention on April 12,
1929. (Verified with AAUW National Headquarters)

"November 22 (1923) will go down red lettered in the art

annaels of the college as the date of our first exhibition of

five paintings in oil and two monotypes by Ernest Lawson...."
(From: Campus News, December 7, 1923, p. 1)

The College was recognized by this organization in 1931. The
application was placed in April 1931. The date of acceptance
was November 1L, 1931.

(From: Annual Report by Mabel Smith Douglass, June 1932)

A. A. Board was established in 1921. (From: 1933 Quair)

"The purpose of the Athletic Association as expressed in the
new constitution adopted in February, 1922...."

(From: 1923 Quair, p. 99)

"This year for the first time, class numerals will be awarded
to each girl who makes a class team, with a chevron for each
additional team."

(From: 1924 Quair, p. 138)

The Athletic Association was dissolved after the question was
voted by the student body in the March 5, 1959, general
elections. A letter in Caellian, February 26, 1959, p. 2,
from the A. A. President explained the action.



BEES

"Started this year....(1924)" (From: 1925 Quair, p. 1L49)

"The N.J.C. Band. Organized during our junior year, the band
was open to any student who could play or wanted to learn to
play an instrument. Rehearsals were held in College Hall.

"Ruth Hokanson, Myrtle Swenson, and Marion Furbeck
remember practicing clarinets out by the reservoir, after
complaints of dormitory companions.

"The uniforms consisted of sleeveless red flannel jackets,
white pleated flannel skirts, and white blouses. All members
also wore a small gold pin of some musical significance.

"The Band appeared twlce at least = according to the
recollections of the '25-ers who were members: once during
Commencement week in 1924 and also for the rainiest celebra-
tion ever held at N.J.C. - the dedication of Antilles Fleld.
The Rutgers Band enjoyed the shrinkege of the flannel skirts
much more than the musiecl"

(From: The Fourth Wall, Reminiscences of the Class of

19_.2—5'; De. El)

"Now appeared an innovation which, although historiecally
interesting, did not become an enduring element of the Music
Department because of its unsuitable character for a Women's
College. This was the N.J.C. Band. The instruments and
services of a Band Master were secured by one of our most
megnanimous Trustees, Mr. lLeonor F. Loree. Thirty-two brave
volunteers struggled manfully with the perplexities of
cornet, trombone, horn, saxaphone, clarinet, tuba, and drum,
but except in a very few cases long hours of practice pro-
duced only the most peculiar and unexpected squeaks and
groans. When the decision was made to discontinue this
cacophony, it was thankfully accepted by all concerned.”
(From: The Fourth Wall, Reminiscences of the Class of

1925, p- 1)
Band discontinued.

"Some of the students did not live on campus, but commuted
daily from New Brumswlck or surrounding areas. It seemed
for a few days as if we were never to get acquainted. Then
one of the commuters conceived the idea of giving a party
for the college, a very successful maneuver which brought
the group together as a harmonious unit that has continued
to exist through the years.

"Marguerite Nelson is authority for the story of the
choice of the name Bees for the nonresidents. After the
girls ate their bag lunches it was frequently possible for
them to crowd around the pianc in Room A and sing for a
short time before the first afternoon class. During those
first few weeks of getting acquainted, they felt their most
spontaneous effort was a nonsensical song about a Bee-i-e-i-ee
who sat on a wall-i-all-i-all. Betty Durham suggested they
call themselves the Bees because not only did they have a
theme song, but they also came from "Brunswick" or nearby.

"There were thirteen of them: Berniece Barr, Mildred
Brautigam, Helen Dahner, Betty Durham, Mina Higgins, Evelyn
Macom, Ruth Mullin, Marguerite Nelson, Mary Schleimer, Eliza-
beth Skillmen, Irma Soper, Mary Spader, and Ruth Wolfe.

"To the Bees was assigned the basement section of College
Hall, now the post office. Here they hung their wraps, some-
times ate their lunches if the weather was not conducive to
eating out-of-doors, changed to their glamouous gym bloomers
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BEES
(continued )

BEETA EETA EETA
BLAZERS

BODDIE PORTRAIT

BUNTING, MARY I.

or often to thelr party clothes, and, as Berniece Barr
remembers, 'told their joys and gripes to each other to the
accompaniment of Key Boynton holding forth in the next room
with her cello.'"

(From: In The Beginning...Reminiscences of the Class of

1922, p. 10)

This year (1923) transformed bare basement room...into
cozy, attractive study room. (From: 1924 Quair, p. 131)

"You were never just sure how Mrs. Douglass would react to
your efforts to help with things around the campus; still
her inspiration was so powerful, you had to try to help. For
two years, the Bees had used Room B, a locker room in College
Hall, as a place to eat our lunches, There was a larger
room across from the Hinds' apartment. One day, a load of
leather upholstered missing furniture was unloaded in the
basement hall., It had come from some army camp. At that
time, I was president of the Bees. Every time I passed the
furniture, I thought of that empty room. One lunch period
I held a caucus. The Hinds' were sworn to secrecy. In three
days the empty room was complete with the furniture, plus
lamps and bookcases we brought from home. We then had the
audacity to invite Dean Douglass to lunch. I met her at her
office and guided her to the Bee Hive where a mighty scared
bunch of Bees welcomed her. She asked who was the instiga-
tor of this idea? I gulped and fearfully admitted my guilt.
Imagine our relief when she smiled and complimented us upon
our initiative and resourcefulness! That was the beginning
of bigger and better Bee Hives." (by Betty Daley McBride)
(From; The Fourth Wall, Reminiscences of the Class of

1925, p. 16)

New departure this year - director of non-resident students.
Mrs. Eleanor Simpson of Los Angeles, California. Assembly
room in Recitation Building transformed and given over
entirely to day students.

(From: The Home News, Sept. 17, 1927)

Biology hanora¥y society.

"College blazers will take the place of the traditional
class dress costume and will be worn each year by the
students of the three upper classes at N.J.C. The change
was approved by the student Government Association after the
sophomore class initiated the move....The new costume will
be & black woolen jacket with a collar, red piping, a re-
movable red and silver-gray N.J.C. seal."

(From: Alumnae Bulletin, March 1947, p. T)

The portrait of Leah Boddie which hangs in College Hall was

painted by John Folinsbee, N.A., of New Hope, Pennsylvania,

and was presented to the College by the Associaste Alumnae in
June 1951 at the Alumnae Reunion Dey Luncheon. Miss Boddie

retired in June 1951 from the post of Dean of Students.

Assumed position of Dean of the College July 1, 1955.

Announcement made June 8, 1959, by the Trustees of Redeliffe
College that she had been elected president of Radcliffe, to
assume the post July 1, 1960. In October 1959, the date on
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